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YouthLink Scotland the national agency for youth work welcomes the opportunity to 
contribute to Public Petitions Committees deliberations on PE 1618 submitted by 
Carl Grundy  on behalf of Riders Club Edinburgh.  YouthLink Scotland recognises 
the distress and frustration caused by the illegal removal of motorcycles from their 
rightful owners. 
 
YouthLink Scotland recognises that there are a number of factors which have led this 
to be raised with the Public Petitions Committee and in particular the frustration of 
motorcycle owners and the feeling that the current framework and operational 
guidelines means that perpetrators of crime are not getting caught and the judiciary 
system is not being brought to bear. 
 
YouthLink Scotland agrees that this issue in particular requires a balance of rights 
and responsibilities alongside community and road safety education.  It is essential 
that young people have the opportunity to gain the knowledge and skills they require 
to make safe choices.  It is also worthy of note that  Police Scotland report that three 
quarters of stolen bikes are recovered so there is little evidence to suggest  that the 
motorcycles are being stolen for profit. 
 
YouthLink Scotland notes from the Police Scotland submission that part of the issue 
is about young people seeking exhilaration and kudos from their peers.   
 
This is backed up by scientific evidence presented by neuroscientist Sarah Jane 
Blakemorei of University College London.  Her research evidence demonstrates that 
adolescents take risks in a drive for independence and to impress their friends and 
peer group.   
 
The Limbic System is the part of the brain that processes emotions of fun and 
reward from risk taking and during adolescence this part of the brain hyper sensitive, 
so the risk taking emotional reward is high.  The Pre- Fontal Cortex which is the bit of 
the brain that controls what we do and say in adolescents is still under development 
during adolescence resulting in poor impulse control.   
 
As the police report indicates there is a notable absence of crime pattern and thefts 
are opportunistic in nature.  We need to take account of that lack of impulse control 
and take the appropriate steps to support young people to develop the skills and 
knowledge to make safer choices. 
 
The Police Scotland report outlined a four pronged approach to this issue in terms of 
Deter, Divert, Disrupt and Detect and we would support this approach.  We would 
suggest however, that the net could be widened to include local youth work 
organisations.  They have a proven track record in delivering programmes which 
support young people to gain the appropriate knowledge and skills to resist the 
temptation to participate in high risk impulse activities whilst offering exciting but 
safer alternatives. 
 



A number of these youth work organisations were recognised at the recent Youth 
Worker of the Year Awards including: 
 

 The PY Face North, Pilton Youth and Community Project were finalist in the 
Team of the Year.  This team offers support to young people who have been 
engaged in anti-social behaviour and crime.  The project helps young people 
to tackle issues around their offending behaviour, risk taking and supports 
them to develop skills in relationship building. A participant said “When I have 
been in trouble in the past they are there to help you out and still help my 
mates out, even when they have nowhere to go or deal with police stuff.  I 
don’t get into trouble now ‘cos they got me into college.  I’ve now got a job, so 
I saved up money and bought a legit bike instead of choring them.” 
 

 The Citadel, Leith who were finalists in the Youth Work Partnership Category.  
They have forged a unique partnership with Tom Kitchin offering 20 young 
people training in all aspects of the restaurant business. 
 

 CY Music Works Team, Canongate Youth who were finalists in the Time to 
Shine Arts and Creativity Award.  The team have developed partnerships with 
Edinburgh Napier University, Music Mentors, Edinburgh College and 
Edinburgh University.  A young person from the project said “For young 
people in care like myself, a regular routine like this is vital in helping to keep 
things going in a positive direction and avoiding being negative.  Being able to 
attend twice a week throughout the year has added a lot of structure to my 
life.” 
 

There are other projects such as RUTs i i in Newtongrange which specialise in 
motorcycle workshops and youth work programmes which teach young people about 
the mechanics of bikes, how to maintain them properly and about safety aspects. 
 
The North Lanarkshire Scramble and Quad Bike Club operated in the Lanarkshire 
area for a number of years and its aim was to stop young people becoming 
criminalised for using Scramble and Quad bikes on public roads and footpaths.  
Kayley (who was 13 at the time of this quote) said “The adrenalin rush you get from 
biking is great. But it is better to come along to a club rather than just doing it out on 
the streets and in parks.”  The project proved very popular with young people, 
communities and the Police but has unfortunately ceased to operate due to lack of 
funding 
 
In conclusion YouthLink Scotland believes that Police Scotland and the judiciary 
system have sufficient powers to tackle this particular crime and welcomes the 
partnership approach that Police Scotland has taken, and would encourage them to 
engage with local youth work organisations in the City of Edinburgh and the 
Lothian’s. 
 
As a final comment YouthLink Scotland notes that the Police Scotland report 
indicated that “very few motorcycles are stolen from designated motorcycle parking 
bay with anchorage points for securing bikes.”  Scottish Government and The City of 
Edinburgh Council should consider investing in this group of citizens by increasing 



the number of public designated motorcycle bays and supporting motorcycle owners 
to improve the security of their motorcycles within their own property through the 
installation of anchorage points.  This would help motorcycle owners to regain some 
sense of control of this issue and therefore potentially reduce some of the frustration 
they have felt to date. 
 
 
                                                             
i  Sarah-Jayne Blakemore is Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience at the Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience, University 

College London and co-director of the Welcome Trust PhD Programme in Neuroscience at UCL  
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